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Abstract—Synchronization control is an important issue in
complex networks (CNs), but the specific realization is generally
influenced by many factors. In this article, by taking into accounts
of the coupling effect and cyber attacks, we dedicate to design
an efficient synchronization control approach for discrete-time
CNs. Given that the coupling among nodes in CNs inevitably
introduces the internode data exchange, round robin (RR)
protocol is adopted to prevent data collision caused by the
limitation of communication resources. Moreover, a probabilistic
interval model is employed to capture the characteristics of the
coupling delay, i.e., the delay of the internode data transmission.
The deception attacks launched on the multichannel-enabled
communication network between controllers and actuators of
nodes in CNs are also considered. Then, a synchronization error
model is established to describe the concerned synchronization
control problem. By defining appropriate Lyapunov–Krsasovskii
function, the sufficient conditions for the stability of the envi-
sioned synchronization error system are obtained, and the design
method for controllers is proposed subsequently. Simulations are
finally conducted to demonstrate the validity of the work.

Index Terms—Complex networks (CNs), deception attacks,
probabilistic interval coupling delay, round robin (RR) protocol.

I. INTRODUCTION

NOWADAYS, with the soaring of the complexity and
scale of real-world systems, complex networks (CNs)

are considered as an attractive architecture to describe many
practical systems, such as power grids, transportation systems,
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and social networks [1], [2]. Typically, CN is made up with
lots of nodes based on the certain topology, and each node
in the network represents an entity with dynamical behaviors.
The widespread application of CNs, however, leads to many
challenging issues, e.g., state estimation, filter design, synchro-
nization control, and the latter is particularly important since
that synchronization is a natural requirement in CNs [3], [4].
Many research efforts have been paid on synchronization
control for CNs and lots of achievements have been gotten
accordingly. To mention a few, the fixed-time synchronization
problem of CNs with both coupling and internal delays was
investigated in [5]; the exponential synchronization of CNs
under periodically intermittent noise was studied in [6]; the
partial synchronization and multiclustering synchronization for
CNs were discussed in [7] and [8], respectively. In addition to
the aforementioned studies focused on continuous-time CNs,
great research attentions have been devoted in synchronization
control of discrete-time CNs due to the increasing volume of
digital signals transmitted in physical systems. For instance,
the event-based synchronization issue for discrete-time non-
linear CNs with identical nodes and disturbance was studied
in [9]; Li et al. [10] addressed the synchronization issue
for discrete-time delayed CNs with limited communication
bandwidth; under the scenario of packet dropouts, the syn-
chronization control for dynamical CNs was discussed in [11].
In view of this, this article will focus on discrete-time CNs to
explore the synchronization control approach.

In order to design practical synchronization method for
CNs, some potential influence factors should be seriously
concerned. Toward this end, the coupling relationship among
nodes has attracted interests of scholars. The coupling will
result in information exchange among interconnected nodes,
and some researches were successfully conducted based on
the assumption that each node can receive signals from all
of the connected neighbors [12], [13]. Nevertheless, given the
limited bandwidth resources, the simultaneous communication
between one node and its adjacent peers can hardly be realized.
For avoiding data collision, an efficient solution is to use
communication protocols to appropriately arrange the transfer
of data that with the same destination. Round robin (RR)
protocol, as a simple and feasible communication protocol,
has been widely recognized by the industry [14]. Following
RR protocol, competitors will be scheduled periodically, and
only one node will be authorized to access the desired
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communication channel at each moment. In literatures, some
important results have been presented for CNs with RR
protocol under diverse applications [15], [16], but few works
have studied RR-based synchronization control over CNs,
which greatly motivates our study.

Although RR protocol can be adopted to manage the data
exchange among interconnected nodes in CNs, the coupling
delay can still occur due to the poor quality of devices, the
interference/noise of channels, and etc [17]. To fully investi-
gate the influence of the coupling delay on the synchronization
problem of CNs, abundant researches have been reported.
In [18], taking a constant coupling delay into consideration,
an event-triggered impulsive control strategy was designed for
the exponential synchronization over CNs. Given the random
occurrence and time-vary of delays in practice, the studies con-
cerned on CNs with the probabilistic coupling delay are also
presented. By using a Bernoulli parameter to describe whether
the coupling delay occurred, the synchronization issue for CNs
with Markovian jump was explored in [19]. Cheng et al. [20]
discussed the synchronization for discrete-time CNs with the
coupling delay valued in a finite value set based on a given
probability distribution. Considering that the physical coupling
delay may take some large (small) values with low (high)
probability, synchronization problem for CNs affected by the
probabilistic interval coupling delay has been raised, and has
received considerable research attentions [21], [22]. In this
article, while conducting the synchronization control issue
over discrete-time CNs, we will take the probabilistic interval
coupling delay into account, and simultaneously consider
using RR protocol to schedule data exchanged among nodes.
Such integrated concern on the introduced coupling effect, i.e.,
the data collision among relative nodes and the coupling delay,
differs our work from the discussed related researches.

Actually, besides the influence induced by coupling, cyber
attacks launched on the communication network employed for
intranode signal transmission, are acknowledged as another
critical factor which impacts the design of synchroniza-
tion method for CNs [23], [24], [25]. In general, replay
attacks [26], [27], denial-of-service (DoS) attacks [13], [28]
and deception attacks [29], [30], [31], [32] are three types of
cyber attacks that have been most extensively studied. Among
which, deception attacks have strong destroying power and can
hardly be detected since that attackers always tamper correct
data with malicious data, and then obtain particular concerns.
For example, focusing on deception attacks that modify
system state information, the secure path tracking control and
H∞ output feedback control over networked control systems
were investigated in [30] and [31], respectively. Furthermore,
some of recent studies have concentrated on the scenario
that adversaries falsify control signals, i.e., the deception
attacks occur on the network between controllers and actuators
(referred to as N-CA), which will result in more challenging
security issues [32], [33]. We also would like to note that
the network for CNs now tends to be divided into multiple
channels for efficient bandwidth sharing. Nevertheless, the
bandwidth-sliced network can easily encourage asynchronous
deception attacks, i.e., each of communication channels is
compromised by a different deception attack. Despite some

research attentions have been paid on asynchronous deception
attacks aimed at control signals [34], [35], [36], to the best
of our knowledge, under deception attacks launched on the
N-CA, the synchronization control for RR-based discrete-time
CNs with probabilistic interval coupling delay has not been
explored.

In light of the above investigation, this article endeavors
to propose an effective synchronization control approach for
discrete-time CNs by comprehensively studying the mentioned
influence of coupling and deception attacks. The main contri-
butions of the work can be enumerated as follows.

1) The synchronization issue for RR-enabled discrete-time
CNs with probabilistic interval coupling delay and asyn-
chronous deception attacks occurred on the N-CA, is
studied for the first time.

2) A novel synchronization error system model is
established, then the synchronization control for the
envisioned discrete-time CN affected by multifactors is
transformed to guarantee the stability of the constructed
synchronization error system.

3) The sufficient conditions are derived to assure the
asymptotic stability of the synchronization error
system, and the synchronization controllers are devised
accordingly.

4) The efficiency of the proposed synchronization method
is properly evaluated by conducting simulations over
CNs with complete graph and noncomplete graph
topologies.

The remainder of this article is arranged as follows. In
Section II, the system model is described and the problem
formulation is presented. In Section III, some sufficient condi-
tions are derived for the considered CN to ensure the desired
synchronization, and the controllers gains are calculated
accordingly. The performance of the proposed synchronization
control method is evaluated by simulations in Section IV. The
conclusion of this article is given in Section V.

II. SYSTEM MODEL AND PROBLEM FORMULATION

The following discrete-time CN system with N nodes, i.e.,
node1, node2, . . . , nodeN , is considered:

xi(k + 1) = Axi(k)+ Bf (xi(k))+
N∑

j=1

cij�1xj(k)

+
N∑

j=1

cij�2xj(k − τ(k))+ Dui(k) (1)

where 1 ≤ i ≤ N; xi(k) ∈ R
nx and ui(k) ∈ R

nu represent
the state information and control input of nodei, respectively;
f : R

nx → R
nx is a given nonlinear function; τ(k) names

the time-varying probabilistic coupling delay which will be
described shortly; C = [cij]N×N is the outer-coupling matrix
that is used for denoting the coupling configuration of the
CN, in which cij ≥ 0 (1 ≤ i �= j ≤ N), cii = −∑N

j=1,j �=i cij

(1 ≤ i ≤ N), and cij > 0 means that there is a link
from nodei to nodej; �1 = diag{μ1

1, μ
2
1, . . . , μ

nx
1 } and �2 =

diag{μ1
2, μ

2
2, . . . , μ

nx
2 } are the inner-coupling matrices, where

μd
b (b = 1, 2; d = 1, 2, . . . , nx) represents the coupling
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strength and μd
b �= 0 further indicates that two coupled nodes

are linked through the dth component of the corresponding
state variable; it is obviously that the outer-coupling and
inner-coupling matrices jointly depict the coupling relationship
among nodes in the CN; and A, B, and D are constant matrices
with real numbers and suitable dimensions.

Assumption 1 [37]: It is assumed that the function f (·)
in (1) is a continuous and bounded nonlinear function, and
satisfies the following condition for any m1 and m2:

ιo ≤ fo(m1)− fo(m2)

m1 − m2
≤ νo, o = 1, 2, . . . , nx (2)

where fo(·) is the oth element of f (·), ιo, and νo are known
constants which can be zero, negative, or positive.

Given that the model of each node is the same in the
considered CN, then the structure of nodei (1 ≤ i ≤
N) is specifically shown in Fig. 1. As presented, nodei is
connected with λi neighbors (1 ≤ λi ≤ N − 1), i.e., nodei1 ,
nodei2 , . . . , nodeiλi (1 ≤ ij �= i ≤ N, 1 ≤ j ≤ λi), where the
λi neighbors are sorted according to the increasing subscript
order of them, i.e., i1 < i2 < · · · < iλi , for easy description.
An isolated node s(k + 1) = As(k) + Bf (s(k)) is embedded
with nodei, then the dynamic error between nodei and the
isolated node can be represented as ei(k) = xi(k) − s(k).
With the introducing of the isolated node and following the
similar setting in [11], the signal transmitted from nodei to
its connected neighbors is updated as ei(k), and the signals
received by nodei from its connected neighbors are ei1(k),
ei2(k),. . . , eiλi (k). Furthermore, the N-CA is assumed to be
divided into N channels and channel i is assigned for nodei,
the channel is envisioned to be subjected to a deception attack
denoted as DAi.

On the basis of the above description about the node
structure, a synchronization error system can be constructed
as follows:

ei(k + 1) = xi(k + 1)− s(k + 1)

= Aei(k)+ Bgi(k)+
N∑

j=1

cij�1ej(k)

+
N∑

j=1

cij�2ej(k − τ(k))+ Dui(k) (3)

where gi(k) = f (xi(k)) − f (s(k)). In the remainder of the
section, we then update the established synchronization error
model by taking RR protocol, probabilistic interval coupling
delay and asynchronous deception attacks into consideration.

Remark 1: In this article, N isolated nodes with uniform
model are deployed, each of which is embedded with a
node in the considered CN as presented in Fig. 1. Then, the
synchronization of the CN can be realized by synchronizing
each node to its co-located isolated node in a decentralized
manner.

A. RR Protocol

In the CN, each node will receive signals from all its
connected neighbors. To prevent data conflict caused by
limited network bandwidth, RR protocol is used for each node

Fig. 1. Structure of nodei in the considered CN.

to arrange data transmission. Without loss of generality, we
then focus on the operation of RR protocol implemented on
nodei (1 ≤ i ≤ N).

Let �i = {nodei1 , nodei2, . . . , nodeiλi }, then only one node
in �i is selected to send signals to nodei at a time instant
by following RR protocol. Specifically, the subscript of the
selected neighboring node at time instant k (k > 0), denoted
by qi(k), is defined as

qi(k) = ipi(k) (4)

where

pi(k) = mod(k + pi(0)− 1, λi)+ 1.

mod refers to the modulus operator and pi(0) is a given initial
value with 1 ≤ pi(0) ≤ λi.

Denoting q(k) = {q1(k), q2(k), . . . , qN(k)}, it is obviously
that q(k) is a periodic sequence with the cycle of Z time
instants, where Z = LCM(λ1, λ2, . . . , λN), and LCM is an
abbreviation for least common multiple. In other words, we
have

q(k) = q(mod(k − 1,Z)+ 1). (5)

Remark 2: In engineering practice, RR protocol has been
widely used for many applications, such as CPU assignment
in real-time systems, resource allocation in cloud computing,
and task scheduling in multitasking systems. In this work,
RR protocol is used for each nodei (1 ≤ i ≤ N) to avoid
data collision, and is specifically depicted by (4) and (5).
Following (4), the λi neighbors of nodei will be scheduled
periodically, and only one neighbor can transmit signal to
nodei at each time instant. Then, the periodical feature of the
data transmission of all nodes incurred by the RR protocol
is appropriately reflected by (5). Actually, the mathematical
formulation of RR protocol can be diverse as long as the
characteristics of RR protocol are satisfied.

Under the depicted RR protocol, a binary variable ωij,qi(k)

(1 ≤ i �= j ≤ N) is defined to denote whether or not nodej can
send signals to nodei at time instant k, i.e., ωij,qi(k) = 1 if j =
qi(k), otherwise ωij,qi(k) = 0 (we further set ωii,qi(k) = 1 for
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uniform description). Then, the synchronization error system
model (3) can be rewritten as

ei(k + 1) = Aei(k)+ Bgi(k)+
N∑

j=1

ωij,qi(k)cij�1ej(k)

+
N∑

j=1

ωij,qi(k)cij�2ej(k − τ(k))+ Dui(k). (6)

B. Probabilistic Interval Coupling Delay

In the synchronization error system (6), the coupling delay
τ(k) is assumed to be bounded within [τ1, τ3]. For a constant
τ2 ∈ [τ1, τ3], then either τ(k) ∈ [τ1, τ2] or τ(k) ∈ (τ2, τ3].
The probabilities that τ(k) in the two intervals are defined as
Prob{τ(k) ∈ [τ1, τ2]} = β̄ and Prob{τ(k) ∈ (τ2, τ3]} = 1 − β̄

(0 ≤ β̄ ≤ 1). Then, we define a Bernoulli random variable to
depict the characteristic of τ(k) as follows:

β(k) =
{

1, τ (k) ∈ [τ1, τ2]
0, τ (k) ∈ (τ2, τ3]

(7)

in which Prob{β(k) = 1} = β̄, Prob{β(k) = 0} = 1 − β̄.
The probabilistic distribution of β(k) can be obtained based
on the statistical information derived by long-term monitoring
on the coupling delay. According to the definition, τ(k) can
be formulated as

τ(k) =
{
τ1(k), τ (k) ∈ [τ1, τ2]
τ2(k), τ (k) ∈ (τ2, τ3]

(8)

where τ1(k) = β(k)τ (k) and τ2(k) = (1 − β(k))τ (k).
Taking the above coupling delay into account, the synchro-

nization error system model (6) can be updated as follows:

ei(k + 1) = Aei(k)+ Bgi(k)+
N∑

j=1

ωij,qi(k)cij�1ej(k)

+ β(k)
N∑

j=1

ωij,qi(k)cij�2ej(k − τ1(k))

+ (1 − β(k))
N∑

j=1

ωij,qi(k)cij�2ej(k − τ2(k))

+ Dui(k). (9)

C. Asynchronous Deception Attacks

The synchronization controller for nodei (1 ≤ i ≤ N) under
the described RR protocol in this article is designed as

ui(k) = Ki,qi(k)ei(k) (10)

where qi(k) = mod(k − 1,Z) + 1, and Ki,qi(k) is the ideal
controller gain which will be designed shortly.

Given that asynchronous deception attacks occurred on the
N-CA is concerned, i.e., channel i is assumed to be attacked by
DAi, the actual signal arrived at actuator i can be described as

ûi(k) = αi(k)hi(ui(k))+ (1 − αi(k))ui(k) (11)

where αi(k) denotes a Bernoulli variable with Prob{αi(k) = 1}
= ᾱi (Prob{αi(k) = 0} = 1 − ᾱi), hi(ui(k)) is the deception
attack signal.

Assumption 2 [38]: It is supposed that hi(ui(k)) is bounded
with the following condition:

‖hi(ui(k))‖ ≤ ‖Giui(k)‖ (12)

where Gi is a known upper bound matrix of hi(·).
Remark 3: Given that deception attacks can not always be

launched successfully and then appear randomness, αi(k) (1 ≤
i ≤ N, k = 1, 2, . . .) satisfies Bernoulli distribution is used to
depict the occurrence of DAi. To be specific, at time instant
k, αi(k) = 1 indicates that the deception attack is occurred on
channel i, and thus ui(k) is replaced by hi(ui(k)); otherwise,
αi(k) = 0 denotes that ui(k) is transmitted from controller i
to actuator i without the disturbing of the deception attack.
Apparently, αi(k) effectively reflects the stochastic feature of
DAi. Moreover, hi(.) with ‖hi(ui(k))‖ ≤ ‖Giui(k)‖ is adopted
to model the attack signal due to the energy-bounded signals
can not easily be detected. The upper bound Gi can be obtained
by defender based on statistical information. Although the
formulated attack signal may seem like a kind of nonlinear
disturbance, but it has vastly different physical meaning.

By replacing the control input ui(k) formulated by (10)
with the actual control signal ûi(k) given in (11), the synchro-
nization error system model (9) can be further described as
follows:

ei(k + 1) = Aei(k)+ Bgi(k)+
N∑

j=1

ωij,qi(k)cij�1ej(k)

+ β(k)
N∑

j=1

ωij,qi(k)cij�2ej(k − τ1(k))

+ (1 − β(k))
N∑

j=1

ωij,qi(k)cij�2ej(k − τ2(k))

+ (1 − αi(k))DKi,qi(k)ei(k)+ αi(k)Dhi(ui(k)).

(13)

For the subsequent analysis, the augmented synchronization
error system model is established as

e(k + 1) = Ae(k)+ Bg(k)+ W1,q(k)e(k)

+ β(k)W2,q(k)e(k − τ1(k))

+ (1 − β(k))W2,q(k)e(k − τ2(k))

+ (I − α(k))DKq(k)e(k)+ α(k)Dh(u(k)) (14)

where

e(k) = colN{ei(k)},A = diag{A,A, . . . ,A}
g(k) = colN{gi(k)},B = diag{B,B, . . . ,B}
W1,q(k) = [

ωij,qi(k)cij
]

N×N ⊗ �1

W2,q(k) = [
ωij,qi(k)cij

]
N×N ⊗ �2

α(k) = diag{α1(k), α2(k), . . . , αN(k)}
e(k − τ1(k)) = colN{ei(k − τ1(k))}
e(k − τ2(k)) = colN{ei(k − τ2(k))}
D = diag{D,D, . . . ,D}, h(u(k)) = colN{hi(ui(k))}
Kq(k) = diag{K1,q1(k),K2,q2(k), . . . ,KN,qN (k)}
q(k) = mod(k − 1,Z)+ 1.
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Based on (14), the synchronization control issue for the
envisioned CN can be converted into assuring the stability of
the augmented synchronization error system.

Before ending this section, the following lemmas are intro-
duced to assist in achieving the major results of the study.

Lemma 1 [39]: Defining y(k) = e(k + 1) − e(k), for any
matrix Q > 0, the following inequality holds:

− (τ2 − τ1)

k−τ1−1∑

s=k−τ2

yT(s)Qy(s) ≤ χT(k)

[−Q Q
Q − Q

]
χ(k)(15)

where χ(k) =
[

e(k − τ1)

e(k − τ2)

]
.

Lemma 2 [40]: For given ρ,  ∈ R
nx , positive definite

matrix Q, we have

2ρT ≤ ρTQρ + TQ−1. (16)

Lemma 3 [41]: For τ1 ≤ τ(k) ≤ τ2, and any constant
matrices �1, �2 and �, the following inequality:

(τ (k)− τ1)�1 + (τ2 − τ(k))�2 +� ≤ 0 (17)

holds, if the two inequalities

(τ2 − τ1)�1 +� ≤ 0, (τ2 − τ1)�2 +� ≤ 0

are satisfied.

III. MAIN RESULTS

In this section, the sufficient conditions that guarantee the
asymptotic stability of the established synchronization error
system, i.e., the synchronization of the considered CN, are
discussed in Theorem 1. Then, the controllers are designed
accordingly in Theorem 2.

Theorem 1: For given positive scalars ᾱi (1 ≤ i ≤ N), β̄,
τ1, τ2, τ3, νo, ιo (o = 1, 2, . . . , nx), v (v = 1, 2, 3, 4), and
controllers gains matrices Kz (z = 1, 2, . . . ,Z), the asymptotic
stability of the synchronization error system (14) can be
achieved if there have positive definite matrices Pz > 0,
Qa > 0 (a = 1, 2, 3), Ra > 0, U > 0, Gi > 0 and M, O, S, T
with appropriate dimensions so that the nonlinear inequalities

⎡

⎢⎢⎢⎢⎣

�1,z ∗ ∗ ∗ ∗
�2,z �6,z ∗ ∗ ∗
�3,z 0 �7,z ∗ ∗
�4,z 0 0 −I ∗
�5(v) 0 0 0 �8

⎤

⎥⎥⎥⎥⎦
< 0 (18)

hold, where

�1,z =
[
�z +� +�T ∗

0 −I

]
, �2,z = [

�21,z �22,z
]

�z =

⎡

⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎣

�1,z ∗ ∗ ∗ ∗ ∗ ∗
L2U − U ∗ ∗ ∗ ∗ ∗
R1 0 −Q1 − R1 ∗ ∗ ∗ ∗
0 0 0 0 ∗ ∗ ∗
0 0 0 0 − Q2 ∗ ∗
0 0 0 0 0 0 ∗
0 0 0 0 0 0 −Q3

⎤

⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎦

� = [
0 0 M − M + O −O + S −S + T − T

]

�3,z = [
�31,z �32,z

]
, �5(v) = [

�51(v) 0
]

�21,z =
⎡

⎣
�2,z Pz+1B 0 �3,z

0 0 0 �4,z

−α̂Pz+1DKz 0 0 0

⎤

⎦

�22,z =
⎡

⎣
0 �5,z 0 ᾱPz+1D
0 �6,z 0 0
0 0 0 α̂Pz+1D

⎤

⎦

�31,z =
⎡

⎣
�7,z PzB 0 β̄PzW2,z

0 0 0 �8,z

−α̂PzDKz 0 0 0

⎤

⎦

�32,z =
⎡

⎣
0 �9,z 0 ᾱPzD
0 �10,z 0 0
0 0 0 α̂PzD

⎤

⎦

�4,z = [
GKz 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

]

�51(1) =
[
ε1MT

ε2ST

]
, �51(2) =

[
ε1MT

ε2TT

]
, �51(3) =

[
ε1OT

ε2ST

]

�51(4) =
[
ε1OT

ε2TT

]
,G = diag{G1,G2, . . . ,GN}

�6,z = diag{−Pz+1,−Pz+1,−Pz+1}
�7,z = diag{−Pz�

−1Pz,−Pz�
−1Pz,−Pz�

−1Pz}
�8 = diag{−R2,−R3}
� = τ 2

1 R1 + (τ2 − τ1)R2 + (τ3 − τ2)R3

�1,z = −Pz + Q1 + Q2 + Q3 − R1 − L1U

�2,z = Pz+1A + Pz+1W1,z + α̃Pz+1DKz

�3,z = β̄Pz+1W2,z,�4,z = β̂Pz+1W2,z

�5,z = β̃Pz+1W2,z,�6,z = −β̂Pz+1W2,z

�7,z = Pz
(
A + W1,z + α̂DKz − I

)

�8,z = β̂PzW2,z,�9,z = β̃PzW2,z

�10,z = −β̂PzW2,z, α = diag{α1, α2, . . . , αN}
α̃ = I − ᾱ, α̂ = √

ᾱ(1 − ᾱ), β̃ = 1 − β̄, β̂ =
√
β̄
(
1 − β̄

)

L1 = I ⊗ ῑ, L2 = I ⊗ ν̄, ῑ = diag{ι1ν1, ι2ν2, . . . , ιnxνnx}
ν̄ = diag

{
ι1 + ν1

2
,
ι2 + ν2

2
, . . . ,

ιnx + νnx

2

}

ε1 = √
τ2 − τ1, ε2 = √

τ3 − τ2,PZ+1 = P1.

Proof: In view of the system described by (14), we define
a Lyapunov–Krsasovskii function V(k) as

V(k) = V1(k)+ V2(k)+ V3(k) (19)

in which

V1(k) = eT(k)Pq(k)e(k) (20)

V2(k) =
k−1∑

r=k−τ1

eT(r)Q1e(r)+
k−1∑

r=k−τ2

eT(r)Q2e(r)

+
k−1∑

r=k−τ3

eT(r)Q3e(r) (21)

V3(k) = τ1

−1∑

r=−τ1

k−1∑

s=k+r

ηT(s)R1η(s)
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+
−τ1−1∑

r=−τ2

k−1∑

s=k+r

ηT(s)R2η(s)

+
−τ2−1∑

r=−τ3

k−1∑

s=k+r

ηT(s)R3η(s) (22)

and η(k) = e(k + 1) − e(k), Pq(k) > 0, Qa > 0, Ra > 0
(a = 1, 2, 3).

Denoting �V(k) = V(k + 1) − V(k) and then taking the
mathematical expectation of it, we can get

E{�V(k)} = E{�V1(k)} + E{�V2(k)} + E{�V3(k)} (23)

E{�V1(k)} = E{V1(k + 1)− V1(k)}
= AT

1 Pq(k+1)A1 + β̄
(
1 − β̄

)BT
1 Pq(k+1)B1

+ ᾱ(I − ᾱ)BT
2 Pq(k+1)B2 − eT(k)Pq(k)e(k)

(24)

where

A1 = Ae(k)+ Bg(k)+ W1,q(k)e(k)

+ β̄W2,q(k)e(k − τ1(k))

+ (
1 − β̄

)
W2,q(k)e(k − τ2(k))

+ (I − ᾱ)DKq(k)e(k)+ ᾱDh(u(k))

B1 = W2,q(k)e(k − τ1(k))− W2,q(k)e(k − τ2(k))

B2 = Dh(u(k))− DKq(k)e(k)

E{�V2(k)} = E{V2(k + 1)− V2(k)}
= eT(k)Q1e(k)− eT(k − τ1)Q1e(k − τ1)

+ eT(k)Q2e(k)− eT(k − τ2)Q2e(k − τ2)

+ eT(k)Q3e(k)− eT(k − τ3)Q3e(k − τ3) (25)

E{�V3(k)} = E{V3(k + 1)− V3(k)}

= − E{τ1

k−1∑

r=k−τ1

ηT(r)R1η(r)} + E{ηT(k)[τ 2
1 R1

+ (τ2 − τ1)R2 + (τ3 − τ2)R3]η(k)}

− E{
k−τ1−1∑

r=k−τ2

ηT(r)R2η(r)}

− E{
k−τ2−1∑

r=k−τ3

ηT(r)R3η(r)}

+ E{γ1 + γ2 + γ3 + γ4} (26)

where

γ1 = 2ξT(k)M

⎡

⎣e(k − τ1)− e(k − τ1(k))−
k−τ1−1∑

r=k−τ1(k)

η(r)

⎤

⎦

γ2 = 2ξT(k)O

⎡

⎣e(k − τ1(k))− e(k − τ2)−
k−τ1(k)−1∑

r=k−τ2

η(r)

⎤

⎦

γ3 = 2ξT(k)S

⎡

⎣e(k − τ2)− e(k − τ2(k))−
k−τ2−1∑

r=k−τ2(k)

η(r)

⎤

⎦

γ4 = 2ξT(k)T

⎡

⎣e(k − τ2(k))− e(k − τ3)−
k−τ2(k)−1∑

r=k−τ3

η(r)

⎤

⎦

ξT(k) = [eT(k), gT(k), eT(k − τ1), eT(k − τ1(k))

eT(k − τ2), eT(k − τ2(k)), eT(k − τ3)].

By employing Lemma 1, we can derive that

− τ1

k−1∑

r=k−τ1

ηT(r)R1η(r) ≤ χT(k)

[−R1 R1
R1 − R1

]
χ(k) (27)

where χ(k) =
[

e(k)
e(k − τ1)

]
. According to Lemma 2, it is

obviously that

− 2ξT(k)M
k−τ1−1∑

r=k−τ1(k)

η(r)

≤ (τ1(k)− τ1)ξ
T(k)MR−1

2 MTξ(k)

+
k−τ1−1∑

r=k−τ1(k)

ηT(r)R2η(r) (28)

− 2ξT(k)O
k−τ1(k)−1∑

r=k−τ2

η(r)

≤ (τ2 − τ1(k))ξ
T(k)OR−1

2 OTξ(k)

+
k−τ1(k)−1∑

r=k−τ2

ηT(r)R2η(r) (29)

− 2ξT(k)S
k−τ2−1∑

r=k−τ2(k)

η(r)

≤ (τ2(k)− τ2)ξ
T(k)SR−1

3 STξ(k)

+
k−τ2−1∑

r=k−τ2(k)

ηT(r)R3η(r) (30)

− 2ξT(k)T
k−τ2(k)−1∑

r=k−τ3

η(r)

≤ (τ3 − τ2(k))ξ
T(k)TR−1

3 TTξ(k)+
k−τ2(k)−1∑

r=k−τ3

ηT(r)R3η(r).

(31)

Then, on the basis of (27)–(31), E{�V3(k)} can be found to
satisfy

E{�V3(k)} ≤ χ(k)T
[−R1 R1

R1 −R1

]
χ(k)

+ AT
2�A2 + β̄

(
1 − β̄

)BT
1�B1

+ ᾱ(I − ᾱ)BT
2�B2

+ 2ξT(k)M[e(k − τ1)− e(k − τ1(k))]

+ 2ξT(k)O[e(k − τ1(k))− e(k − τ2)]

+ 2ξT(k)S[e(k − τ2)− e(k − τ2(k))]

+ 2ξT(k)T[e(k − τ2(k))− e(k − τ3)]

+ (τ1(k)− τ1)ξ
T(k)MR−1

2 MTξ(k)

+ (τ2 − τ1(k))ξ
T(k)OR−1

2 OTξ(k)

+ (τ2(k)− τ2)ξ
T(k)SR−1

3 STξ(k)

+ (τ3 − τ2(k))ξ
T(k)TR−1

3 TTξ(k) (32)
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where A2 = (A + W1,q(k) − I)e(k) + Bg(k) + β̄W2,q(k)e(k −
τ1(k)) + ᾱDh(u(k)) + (1 − β̄)W2,q(k)e(k − τ2(k)) + (I −
ᾱ)DKq(k)e(k).

Based on Assumption 1, we have

[
e(k)
g(k)

]T[
L1U − L2U

−L2U U

][
e(k)
g(k)

]
≤ 0. (33)

Meanwhile, according to Assumption 2, we know that

hT(u(k))h(u(k)) ≤ uT(k)GTGu(k) (34)

where u(k) = colN{ui(k)}. Thus, by combining (24) and (25)
and (32)–(34), it can be derived that

E{�V(k)} ≤ AT
1 Pq(k+1)A1 + β̄

(
1 − β̄

)BT
1 Pq(k+1)B1

+ ᾱ(I − ᾱ)BT
2 Pq(k+1)B2 − eT(k)Pq(k)e(k)

+ eT(k)Q1e(k)− eT(k − τ1)Q1e(k − τ1)

+ eT(k)Q2e(k)− eT(k − τ2)Q2e(k − τ2)

+ eT(k)Q3e(k)− eT(k − τ3)Q3e(k − τ3)

+ χ(k)T
[−R1 R1

R1 −R1

]
χ(k)

+ AT
2�A2 + β̄

(
1 − β̄

)BT
1�B1

+ ᾱ(I − ᾱ)BT
2�B2

+ 2ξT(k)M[e(k − τ1)− e(k − τ1(k))]

+ 2ξT(k)O[e(k − τ1(k))− e(k − τ2)]

+ 2ξT(k)S[e(k − τ2)− e(k − τ2(k))]

+ 2ξT(k)T[e(k − τ2(k))− e(k − τ3)]

+ (τ1(k)− τ1)ξ
T(k)MR−1

2 MTξ(k)

+ (τ2 − τ1(k))ξ
T(k)OR−1

2 OTξ(k)

+ (τ2(k)− τ2)ξ
T(k)SR−1

3 STξ(k)

+ (τ3 − τ2(k))ξ
T(k)TR−1

3 TTξ(k)

−
[

e(k)
g(k)

]T[
L1U −L2U

−L2U U

][
e(k)
g(k)

]

+ eT(k)KT
q(k)G

TGKq(k)e(k)

− hT(u(k))h(u(k)). (35)

Therefore, based on Schur complement equivalence and
Lemma 3, E{�V(k)} ≤ 0 can be guaranteed by (18), which
means that the system (14) is asymptotically stable with the
holding of (18). This completes the proof.

As described in Theorem 1, the stability of the constructed
system (14) is analyzed based on the given controllers
gains and there exist nonlinear terms, e.g., Pz�

−1Pz (z =
1, 2, . . . ,Z), in (18) which makes it can hardly be computed.
Thus, the method for designing appropriate controllers, i.e.,
the gains matrices Kz (1 ≤ z ≤ Z), based on handling the
nonlinear terms is then presented by Theorem 2.

Theorem 2: For given positive scalars ᾱi (1 ≤ i ≤ N), β̄,
τ1, τ2, τ3, νo, ιo (o = 1, 2, . . . , nx), κ , v (v = 1, 2, 3, 4), the
asymptotic stability of the synchronization error system (14)
can be achieved if there have positive definite matrices Xz > 0
(z = 1, 2, . . . ,Z), Q̃a,z > 0 (a = 1, 2, 3), R̃a,z > 0, Ũz > 0,
G > 0, matrices Yz > 0 and M̃z, Õz, S̃z, T̃z with appropriate

dimensions to guarantee that the linear matrix inequalities
(LMIs)

⎡

⎢⎢⎢⎢⎣

�̃1,z ∗ ∗ ∗ ∗
�̃2,z �̃6,z ∗ ∗ ∗
�̃3,z 0 �̃7,z ∗ ∗
�̃4,z 0 0 �8 ∗
�̃5,z(v) 0 0 0 �̃9,z

⎤

⎥⎥⎥⎥⎦
< 0 (36)

can be satisfied with controllers gains Kz = YzX−1
z , where

�̃1,z =
[
�̃z + �̃z + �̃z

T ∗
0 −I

]
, �̃2,z =

[
�̃21,z �̃22,z

]

�̃z =

⎡

⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎢⎣

�̃1,z ∗ ∗ ∗ ∗ ∗ ∗
L2Ũz − Ũz ∗ ∗ ∗ ∗ ∗
R̃1,z 0 ψ ∗ ∗ ∗ ∗

0 0 0 0 ∗ ∗ ∗
0 0 0 0 − Q̃2,z ∗ ∗
0 0 0 0 0 0 ∗
0 0 0 0 0 0 − Q̃3,z

⎤

⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎥⎦

�̃z = [
�̃1,z �̃2,z

]
, �̃1,z = [

0 0 M̃z
]

�̃2,z = [−M̃z + Õz −Õz + S̃z −S̃z + T̃z −T̃z
]

�̃3,z =
[
�̃31,z �̃32,z

]
, �̃5,z(v) =

[
�̃51,z(v) 0

]

�̃21,z =
⎡

⎣
�̃2,z BXz 0 �̃3,z

0 0 0 �̃4,z

−α̂DYz 0 0 0

⎤

⎦

�̃22,z =
⎡

⎣
0 �̃5,z 0 ᾱD
0 �̃6,z 0 0
0 0 0 α̂D

⎤

⎦

�̃31,z =
⎡

⎣
�̃7,z BXz 0 β̄W2,zXz

0 0 0 �̃8,z

−α̂DKz 0 0 0

⎤

⎦

�̃32,z =
⎡

⎣
0 �̃9,z 0 ᾱD

0 �̃10,z 0 0
0 0 0 α̂D

⎤

⎦

�̃4,z =
[

0 0 0 β̄GYz 0 β̃GYz 0 0
0 0 0 β̂GYz 0 − β̂GYz 0 0

]

�̃51,z(1) =
[
ε1M̃z

T

ε2S̃z
T

]
, �̃51,z(2) =

[
ε1M̃z

T

ε2T̃z
T

]

�̃51,z(3) =
[
ε1Õz

T

ε2S̃z
T

]
, �̃51,z(4) =

[
ε1Õz

T

ε2T̃z
T

]

�̃6,z = diag{−Xz+1,−Xz+1,−Xz+1}
�̃7,z = diag{−2κXz + κ2�̃,−2κXz + κ2�̃

− 2κXz + κ2�̃}
�̃ = τ 2

1 R̃1,z + (τ2 − τ1)R̃2,z + (τ3 − τ2)R̃3,z

�̃9,z = diag{−R̃2,z,−R̃3,z}, ψ = −Q̃1,z − R̃1,z

�̃1,z = −Xz + Q̃1,z + Q̃2,z + Q̃3,z − R̃1,z − L1Ũz

�̃2,z = AXz + W1,zXz + α̃DYz, �̃3,z = β̄W2,zXz

�̃4,z = β̂W2,zXz, �̃5,z = β̃W2,zXz, �̃6,z = −β̂W2,zXz

�̃7,z = (
A + W1,z − I

)
Xz + α̃DYz, �̃8,z = β̂W2,zXz

�̃9,z = β̃W2,zXz, �̃10,z = −β̂W2,zXz,XZ+1 = X1.
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Proof: For the given positive scalar κ , we can derive [42]
(

R − κ−1P
)

R−1
(

R − κ−1P
)

≥ 0 (37)

where P and R are positive definite matrices. On the basis
of (37), we can get

− PR−1P ≤ −2κP + κ2R. (38)

Thus, by substituting −Pz�
−1Pz with −2κPz + κ2� in (18),

we can obtain⎡

⎢⎢⎢⎢⎣

�1,z ∗ ∗ ∗ ∗
�2,z �6,z ∗ ∗ ∗
�3,z 0 �7,z ∗ ∗
�4,z 0 0 − I ∗
�5(v) 0 0 0 �8

⎤

⎥⎥⎥⎥⎦
< 0 (39)

where �7,z = diag{−2κPz + κ2�,−2κPz + κ2�,−2κPz

+κ2�}.
Defining Xz = P−1

z , Yz = KzXz, J = diag{Xz,Xz,Xz,

Xz,Xz,Xz,Xz, I,Xz+1,Xz+1,Xz+1,Xz,Xz,Xz, I,Xz,Xz},
Q̃a,z = XT

z QaXz, R̃a,z = XT
z RaXz, M̃z = XT

z MXz, Õz = XT
z OXz,

S̃z = XT
z SXz, T̃z = XT

z TXz, Ũz = XT
z UXz. Then, (36) can

be derived by multiplying (39) on both sides with J and
recurring to Schur complement. Therefore, the theorem can be
obtained.

Remark 4: It is worthy noting that the LMIs presented in
Theorem 2 may seem complicated, but the gains matrices
of each controller i (1 ≤ i ≤ N) will be calculated in
a decentralized manner, then the computation complexity
of LMIs can be reduced effectively. Furthermore, with the
enhancement of local computing capability of each nodei, and
with the aid of edge computing and cloud computing, it is
foreseeable that the computation of the LMIs will not result
in high conservativeness of the presented main results.

Remark 5: The synchronization issue for CNs has gained
widely attention, and some of reported researches are closely
relevant with our study. For the related works that using RR
protocol to avoid data conflict introduced by limited com-
munication bandwidth of CNs, such as [15], [16], and [43],
however, they all focus on designing appropriate estimators for
CNs, rather than realizing the synchronization of CNs which
is the objective of our study. Taking the probabilistic coupling
delay into account, some synchronization methods have been
proposed in recent literatures [21], [22], nevertheless, the
works neglect the influence of the constrained communication
resources on the signal transmission among CN nodes, so our
designed synchronization approach differs greatly from such
related methods. Focusing on CNs that the N-CA channels are
compromised by asynchronous deception attacks, the secure
synchronization problem has been investigated in the existed
researches [34], [44], but comparing with our study, the impact
of probabilistic coupling delay did not be considered in [34]
and different deception attack model is adopted in [44],
moreover, none of the two works employs RR protocol for
conflict-free data exchange among CN nodes.

IV. NUMERICAL EXPERIMENTS

In this section, two experiments are conducted to illustrate
the effectiveness of the developed synchronization control

strategy for the envisioned CN. The one focuses on the CN
with complete graph topology which means that all cij (1 ≤
i �= j ≤ N) are larger than zero. The other concentrates on the
CN with noncomplete graph topology, i.e., there exist some
cij that equal to zero.

A. CN With Complete Graph Topology

Considering a discrete-time CN (1) with three nodes (i.e.,
N = 3) that represents an interconnected flexible link robot
system [45], where the state of each nodei can be denoted
as xi(k) = [

xi1(k) xi2(k) xi3(k) xi4(k)
]T by using xi1(k),

xi2(k), xi3(k) and xi4(k) to indicate the angular position and
velocity of the motor shaft, the angular position and velocity
of the link, respectively. The system parameters are defined as
follows:

A =

⎡

⎢⎢⎣

−0.0727 0.0002 0.2095 −0.0240
−0.4842 −0.0751 1.2996 0.2095
−0.0362 −0.0098 0.2351 0.0562
1.5873 −0.0852 −3.4969 0.2351

⎤

⎥⎥⎦

B = diag{0.1, 0.1, 0.1, 0.1}, �1 = diag{0.5, 0.5, 0.6, 0.6}
�2 = diag{0.6, 0.6, 0.5, 0.5},D = col{0.1,−0.1, 0.1,−0.1}.

The coupling matrix of the three nodes is set to be

C =
⎡

⎣
−0.2 0.1 0.1
0.1 −0.2 0.1
0.1 0.1 −0.2

⎤

⎦ (40)

which reveals the complete graph topology of the CN. By
referring to [13], the nonlinear function is defined as

f (xi(k)) =
[

0.1ζi1(k)− 0.1tanh(ζi2(k))
0.1ζi2(k)− 0.3tanh(ζi1(k))

]
, i = 1, 2, 3 (41)

where ζi1(k) = col{xi1(k), xi2(k)} and ζi2(k) =
col{xi3(k), xi4(k)}.

The time delay τ(k) is assumed to be in the set [1, 10] and
the distribution follows the probability of β̄ = 0.7 with τ2 =
5. For the deception attacks, we define ᾱ1 = 0.7, ᾱ2 = 0.5,
ᾱ3 = 0.3, and set hi(ui(t)) (i = 1, 2, 3) as [34]

hi(ui(k)) = 0.1ui(k)+ tanh(0.1ui(k)) (42)

with the upper bound matrix Gi = 0.2. By further determining
κ = 1, p1(0) = 2, p2(0) = 1, p3(0) = 2, and calculating the
LMIs (36) shown in Theorem 2, we can obtain the controllers
gains matrices Ki,z (i = 1, 2, 3, z = 1, 2) as listed in Table I.

We then set the state initial conditions of the isolated
node and subsystems as s(0) = [

0.5 1 0 0
]T , x1(0) =[−1 0.25 0 0

]T , x2(0) = [
0.1 0 0.5 0

]T , x3(0) =[−0.5 0.25 0 1
]T , based on which, the simulation results

are specifically shown in Figs. 2–5.
Figs. 2 and 3 depict the responses of synchronization errors

and the system states, respectively. We can find that the syn-
chronization errors eventually converge to zero as presented
in Fig. 2, and the system states become stable after about 20
time instants as shown in Fig. 3. Both of which fully validate
the effectiveness of the designed synchronization control
approach. Fig. 4 describes the trajectory of the considered
coupling delay. As shown, most of the values of the coupling

Authorized licensed use limited to: Southeast University. Downloaded on June 19,2024 at 12:15:49 UTC from IEEE Xplore.  Restrictions apply. 



LI et al.: RR-BASED SYNCHRONIZATION CONTROL FOR DISCRETE-TIME CNs 4433

TABLE I
PARAMETERS Ki,z , (i = 1, 2, 3, z = 1, 2)

Fig. 2. Trajectories of ei(k) (i = 1, 2, 3).

Fig. 3. Trajectories of xi(k) (i = 1, 2, 3).

delay are distributed in the interval [1, 5] given that β̄ is set
to be 0.7. Furthermore, Fig. 5 presents the occurrence of the
deception attacks that asynchronously aimed at the N-CA in
the simulated system.

B. CN With Noncomplete Graph Topology

Considering a discrete-time CN system (1) consists of four
nodes (i.e., N = 4) with noncomplete graph topology, the

Fig. 4. Probabilistic interval coupling delay τ(k).

Fig. 5. Occurrence of deception attacks αi(k) (i = 1, 2, 3).

coupling matrix is set as

C =

⎡

⎢⎢⎣

−0.2 0.1 0 0.1
0.1 −0.3 0.1 0.1
0 0.1 −0.1 0

0.1 0.1 0 −0.2

⎤

⎥⎥⎦. (43)

Let xi(k) = [
xi1(k) xi2(k)

]T
(i = 1, 2, 3, 4), then the nonlinear

function f (.) is defined similar to that in (41) by replacing ζil

with xil (l = 1, 2), respectively.
The system parameters are set as follows according to [43]:

A =
[

0.42 −0.51
−0.26 0.45

]
,B =

[
0.1 0.1
0 0.15

]
, �1 =

[
0.5 0
0 0.6

]

�2 =
[

0.6 0
0 0.5

]
,D =

[
0.1
0.1

]
.

The probabilistic interval coupling delay is the same as that in
the first experiment, the attack signals are also generated based
on (42). Setting ᾱ1 = 0.7, ᾱ2 = 0.5, ᾱ3 = 0.3, ᾱ4 = 0.6,
κ = 1, p1(0) = 2, p2(0) = 3, p3(0) = 1, and p4(0) = 2, then,
the calculated Ki,z (i = 1, 2, 3, 4, z = 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6) in the
experiment are listed in Table II.

By further setting the initial states of the isolated node
and four CN nodes to be s(0) = [−10.5 10.5

]T , x1(0) =[
20.5 −10.5

]T , x2(0) = [
15 −20.5

]T , x3(0) = [
5.6 −15.2

]T ,

x4(0) = [−11.6 25.2
]T , and running the proposed synchro-

nization control method, the final results are then presented
with Figs. 6–9. To be specific, the responses of synchroniza-
tion errors and the trajectories of system states are shown in
Figs. 6 and 7, respectively. The feasibility of the proposed
synchronization control approach is further validated by the
two figures. The distribution of the asynchronous deception
attacks is described by Fig. 8. The synchronization errors

Authorized licensed use limited to: Southeast University. Downloaded on June 19,2024 at 12:15:49 UTC from IEEE Xplore.  Restrictions apply. 



4434 IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON SYSTEMS, MAN, AND CYBERNETICS: SYSTEMS, VOL. 54, NO. 7, JULY 2024

TABLE II
PARAMETERS Ki,z , (i = 1, 2, 3, 4, z = 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6)

Fig. 6. Trajectories of ei(k) (i = 1, 2, 3, 4).

obtained with and without the deception attacks are further
presented in Fig. 9. It can be found that ||e(k)|| derived
with the deception attacks is larger than that obtained under
the nonattack scenario, which reveals the influence of the
deception attacks on system performance. It is also worth
noting that ||e(k)|| will tend to zero even under the deception

Fig. 7. Trajectories of xi(k) (i = 1, 2, 3, 4).

Fig. 8. Occurrence of deception attacks αi(k) (i = 1, 2, 3, 4).

Fig. 9. ||e(k)|| obtained with and without the deception attacks.

attacks, which further confirms the efficiency of the devised
synchronization control method.

V. CONCLUSION

In this article, for a discrete-time CN with crowded, delayed
internode communication network and vulnerable N-CA, a
synchronization control method has been proposed to assure
the desired performance of the considered system. Focusing
on the internode communication network, RR protocol has
been introduced to efficiently schedule nodes that generate
traffic with the same destination; meanwhile, the time-vary and
burstiness of the coupling delay have been well depicted by a
probabilistic interval model driven by a Bernoulli parameter.
For the sliced N-CA, the deception attack occurred on each
of channels has been independently modeled by a different
Bernoulli process. Based on the formal description of the
considered scenario, a novel synchronization error model for
the CN has been constructed. Then, decentralized controllers
have been designed by recurring to Lyapunov stability theory
and LMI technique. Simulation results obtained over CNs with
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complete and noncomplete graph topologies have illustrated
the performance of the proposed synchronization strategy.

In future work, we will take into consideration of
multichannel internode communication network, based on
which each node in CNs can receive signals from multiple
neighbors at each time instant, and then explore the security
synchronization control for CNs with multichannel oriented
RR protocol.
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